
the soil [which] is now in the atmosphere.”
Despite his passion, Sait’s business success 

didn’t happen overnight. It’s taken two decades 
to become a global leader and there have been 
challenges along the way. Sait says it can take up 
to two years to get through red tape that enables 
exporting.

But Nutri-Tech Solutions offers a lot of free 
training and Sait believes you reap what you sow 
and the more you give, the more you receive.

Last year he was a speaker at TEDxNoosa and 
that 20-minute talk has generated global interest 
and opened many more doors for him.

World speaker – inspiring change
Soil was just an interest for Sait, who has degrees 
in psychology and sociology, until tragedy 
changed the course of his life and led to the 
establishment of a global enterprise.

Today, he is in demand as a speaker and 
consultant around the globe. January is  
already hectic with conferences in Canada, 
Massachusetts, Los Angeles, Brazil and Mexico, 
and meetings with Mexico’s agriculture minister. 
It’s a gruelling schedule and the year ahead is 
booking up fast.

Last year he met with the Los Angeles mayor 
and those meetings have inspired a number of 
legislative changes, which include allowing urban 
gardens and plans to dig up some of the concrete 
banks along the river to plant gardens.

Sait’s four-day advanced training certificate in 
sustainable agriculture is in demand around the 
globe and with its holistic approach, which also 
addresses human health, he says it seems to 
inspire change. 

And for Sait change is a matter of urgency.
Sitting in the conference room of his humble 

office building at Yandina, with an air-conditioner 
rattling in the background, Sait barely pauses  
to take a breath as he talks about the science  
that predicts we have fewer than five years to 
turn around the effects of climate change and 
prevent the world heating to levels humans 
cannot survive.

It sounds dramatic but Sait references 
research from the world’s leading climate change 
scientists and says it is not the time to have our 
heads in the sand.

The Sunshine Coast and other parts of 
Queensland have just sweltered through record 
high temperatures, while North America is 

uncommon ground

The Nutri-Tech team has 

trained in excess of 20,000 

farmers around the world in 

a four-day biological 

farming workshop.

Since the advent of  

extractive agriculture  

two- thirds of humus has been 

lost from the soil, and

476 gigatons of CO2 has been 

released from the soil to the 

atmosphere.

G
raeme Sait is on a mission. The Yandina 
businessman, an internationally recognised 
expert in sustainable agriculture practices, 

has set out to change the face of farming 
across the globe.

It’s no mean feat, but if anyone is up for the 
challenge it is this fast-talking, softly spoken man, 
who is so passionate about his job.

Sait is the CEO and co-founder of Nutri-Tech 
Solutions, a Coast business leading the world in 
biological farming.

What began with three people 20 years ago 
has grown into a major operation with 40 
employees as well as sub contractors.

About 15 years ago Nutri-Tech began to 
export its products, and it operates in 46 
countries with manufacturing plants in Holland 
and South Africa.

Impressively, it has also trained in excess of 
20,000 farmers around the globe.

“This is a passion that was instigated by a 
life-changing event when my daughter was hit by 
a car outside the school at Eumundi,” Sait says. 
“And I sort of promised if she survived I’d do 
something worthwhile, and the day she came out 
of the coma was the day we decided to do this 
whole story with Nutri-Tech.”

In basic terms, Sait and his team are involved 
in the links between soil health, human health 
and ultimately, planetary health.

“The plague of degenerative illness that is  
sort of besetting most of society is linked very 
closely to degenerative soils and that is a very  
big story,” he says.

His team of agronomists do soil and leaf tests 
globally and locally and work with farmers to 
optimise the health and nutrient value of soil.

Sait believes the key to everything is humus 
– organic matter in the soil.

“When you build humus in the soil … you’re 
literally intervening in the carbon cycle and 
sequestering CO2 that would have been in the 
atmosphere,” he says.

“Because you can’t make more carbon, you’ve 
only got what cycles between plants, the soil and 
the atmosphere.”

He says humus increases the health of the soil 
and healthy soil retains more water and carbon, 
has greater nutrient value, and needs fewer 
chemicals.

“We’ve lost two thirds of our humus since  
the advent of extractive agriculture,” he tells 
MWP. “The figures are 476 gigatons – that’s  
476 billion tonnes – of CO2 that used to be in 

Nutri-Tech Solutions is in 

its 20th year of business.

It has been exporting  

for 15 years.

It now exports to  

46 countries.

My Weekly Preview’s Sam Walker gets her hands dirty with Graeme Sait, 
the Yandina local whose very personal story is now inspiring global change.

Page 8-10 Cover Story 277.indd   1 2/6/2014   11:20:49 AM



experiencing extreme low temperatures. 
Everywhere Sait travels he is hearing about 
extreme weather conditions.

He believes change begins with the farmers, 
who have so much land and therefore the 
potential to add the highest amounts of humus 
and sequester the most carbon storage.

“I personally believe that we are at the dawn 
of the golden era of agriculture,” he says.

There is a already a growth in farmers’ 
markets and increasing demand from savvy 
consumers who want to know where their food 
comes from, how it is produced and what is in it.

“We need to look after the family farm and 
we need to look after the family farmer because 
that’s our future.”

Making a difference
It’s not every day you meet a man determined  
to make such a difference to the world.

It might sound far-fetched and a little pie in 
the sky but Sait claims his approach is simple, 
affordable, achievable and effective – if only he 
can get everyone on board.

That dream came a step closer last year when 
the world’s biggest food producer came calling on 
his services.

“The most recent and probably the biggest 
thing that’s happened with Nutri-Tech is the 
world’s largest fruit and vegetable producers, a 
massive company called the DOLE Corporation, 
have recently committed to converting to 
biological agriculture and they have decided  
to become our distributors in the US.”

Sait has been training their scientists and farm 
managers for the past year and says Walmart, 
their largest supplier, is driving the change with 
demands for produce with fewer chemicals.

“So this is huge. These are the world’s largest 
food producers who are now going down this 

Ŭ,�SHUVRQDŹ\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
ZH�DUH�DW�WKH�GDZQ�RI� 
WKH�JROGHQ�HUD�RI�

DJULFXOWXUH�ŭ�KH�VD\V�

Sait’s business tip
“Give and you will receive. We have 
provided huge amounts of free help  
to farmers around the globe. Our 
agronomy service is free, as are many of 
our training programs. Our competitors 
have called us crazy but we have found 

that the more you give, without 
expectations, the more you 
receive. This law applies to all 

aspects of life.”

Exporting tip
“Be patient and diligent. There is 

a great deal of red tape involved 
and it can typically take two years 

of hard work to 
kick off an 
export 
project.”

route, realising that it’s time for a change.”
Sait has made more inroads to sustainable 

farming practices overseas than in Australia and 
says South Africa is the world leader in this 
approach.

“I’ve been over there twice a year for many 
years doing the four-day course. It really has 
become mainstream over there.”

South Africa’s success stories include the 
southern hemisphere’s largest tomato grower 
– an organisation called ZZ2. Its 90,000-hectare 
farm is committed to biological practices.

There is also Woolworths South Africa, which 
launched Farming for the Future about two years 
ago. Sait is training all of the Woolworths 
produce suppliers in sustainable 
farming practices.

It is so successful South 
Africa’s other two major 
supermarket chains contacted Sait last 
year, wanting their suppliers to be trained.

“They’ve had to play catch-up because 
Woolworths has got the food with the forgotten 
flavours and they’re picking up a greater 
percentage of the market because of that.”

The food farmed biologically also has a longer 
shelf life, causing less waste for the supermarket 
chain.

Graeme Sait

continued over >
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A role for everyone
While farmers have an important role 
to play Sait says everyone has a 
responsibility to take part.

He recommends growing your  
own vegetables but says the biggest 
problem for home gardeners is not 
knowing how to do it and how to have 
healthy soil. 

Nutri-Tech Solutions has a free 
five-step program you can download 
and follow.

Sait is also calling on councils to 
introduce organic waste collection and 
says everyone should be putting 
pressure on local governments to 
introduce services.

From an individual perspective he 
says composting needs to become  
a mantra for everyone. Composting 
stores the carbon that was present in 
the organic matter in the soil, rather 
than enabling it to oxygenise and 
return to the atmosphere.

“Every single person needs to be 
involved here.”

And it is possible. He cites San 
Francisco’s zero waste policy, where 
the city has introduced organic  
waste collection and big penalties  

for non-compliance. “That’s what you 
have to do,” Sait tells MWP. “There’s 
no time to pussy foot around. You  
have to get hard-line with this because 
it’s our very future on the line sort of 
thing.”

For Sait the educational journey 
continues as he packs the year ahead 
with as many conferences and 
workshops as he can fit in, and  
despite the gruelling schedule he  
is determined to spread the message 
and increase biological farming across 
the globe. 

Ŭ(YHU\�VLQJOH�SHUVRQ�QŸGV�WR�
EH�LQYROYHG�KHUH�ŭ

Ted Talk
To see Graeme Sait’s talk at  
TEDxNoosa visit tedxnoosa.com/talks.

Workshop
The four-day NTS Certificate in Sustainable 
Agriculture will be held at Yandina from 
March 4 to 6. It is open to farmers, home 
gardeners, horticulturists and anyone with an 
interest in healthy living. The cost is $699.  
To book a place, call 5472 9900 or email 
chris@nutri-tech.com.au.For information about Nutri-Tech  

Solutions visit nutri-tech.com.au.

Page 8-10 Cover Story 277.indd   3 2/6/2014   11:20:53 AM


